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disloyalty of the Bosnian troops earlier as later. One would
have expected him to have pointed out this danger at a
much earlier date, if he had been acting only on his own
initiative.
Is it a mere coincidence that his "warning" was given
very soon after Mr. Pashitch, "at the end of May or the,
beginning of June," told Ljuba Jovanovitch and others of
his Cabinet that "there were people who were preparing
to go to Sarajevo to kill Franz Ferdinand"?77 May there
not after all be some truth in Mr. Denis's statement that
"Mr. Pashitch attempted in a discreet way" to indicate the
danger the Archduke was incurring and therefore instructed
his Minister at Vienna to take steps to avert the tragedy if
possible. The venerable Serbian Prime Minister was a
shrewd enough man to realize perfectly well the odium
which would fall upon Serbia if any of the facts concerning
the Dimitrijevitch and "Black Hand" complicity should
leak out. Ljuba Jovanovitch's revelations are eloquent
enough as to this "terrible" possibility. Serbia's record was
already too spotted with blood to be able to stand the
disgrace of another political murder of a prince of such
rank. Serbia would be ostracized by Europe. Worse than
that. Mr. Pashitch was well enough acquainted with
Austro-Serbian tension in the past to realize that Austria
would make very stiff demands on Serbia if the assassins
should be successful, and perhaps even seize upon the crime
as a pretext for war with her troublesome neighbor. But
Mr. Pashitch did not want war at this time, and least of
all a war occasioned by such an event. He knew that
Serbia needed peace for many more months at least before
the final life and death struggle with Austria, in order that,
his country might recover from the Balkan Wars and con-
solidate the new territories which she had just acquired.
And he was doubtful whether Russia or France would sup-
77 Ljuba Jovanovitch. Rrv Slovenstva, p. 9.